Those Quarrelsome Bonapartes
could also be counted on; and Admiral Bruix of the
marines, and most of the ranking generals of the army.
Only Lefebvre, Bernonville, and Bernadotte in especial,
held aloof, despite the most diplomatic soundings-out and
advances. Thus Sieyes and his two brothers reported;
so Napoleon himself undertook the work, with great dis-
cretion and apparent casualness. In vain; Bernadotte
did not want to be "permanent" minister of war. "Evi-
dently,*5 remarked Talleyrand, "he wants to be that king-
pin of which I am to be king-pin." Bernadotte was not
acquainted with the plot.
But it was all ticklish business, this stealing a govern-
ment, so ticklish, in fact, that Talleyrand and Napoleon,
two nights before the event, had quite a scare. They were
seated in the former abbess study when suddenly they
heard shouts without and a pounding at the door. Dis-
covery? Arrest? Again the guillotine? Talleyrand
blanched though he preserved his smile. Napoleon did not
blanch, but he felt none too comfortable. They snuffed
the candles, stole to the window. Bah! a crowd of rowdies
around a broken-down carriage! The cause was saved,
but Napoleon was chagrined. It was too much like bur-
lesque. He had appeared to better advantage on the
battle-field.
So the day set, the eighteenth of Brumaire (appropri-
ately named the month of fog), arrived. In the Council of
the Ancients, Sieyes had his men in hand, and Lucien his
in the Council of the Five Hundred. It was a great mo-
ment for Lucien!
Also Fouch6 had his police stationed at critical points
in the purlieus, while several army battalions lounged oil
their muskets in the environs of the palace. Others, too,,
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